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TEXT:  Psalm 91:9-12 
THEME:  Protected from All Evil 
 
If you make the Most High your dwelling — even the LORD, who is my 
refuge —  then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your 
tent.  For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.  NIV84 
 
Dear Family and Friends of Our Dear Departed Sister, Lorraine: 
 
I believe this is the first funeral to be held in our Trinity Lutheran Gymnasium.  Our 
beautiful church is being renovated right now and is not available for use.  Monday I 
was feeling badly about that, but then I got to thinking that in a way this is very fitting 
for Lorraine.  You see, her late husband, Charlie, was a member of the Trinity’s 
Men’s Group that worked very hard to raise the funds to build and furnish this 
gymnasium.  So, we are holding Lorraine’s Christian funeral service in a building 
that Charlie helped to build, a building dedicated to the glory of our Savior-God.   
 
It was my privilege to know Lorraine and serve as her pastor for 14 years.  When I 
was first called to be the pastor of this congregation, Lorraine was still able to come 
to worship with us.  Over the years, her physical and emotional health deteriorated 
to the point that she could no longer join her brothers and sisters in the faith in 
worship at church.  So, her pastors took her God’s Word and Holy Communion each 
month at her home and then at the nursing home.   
 
In my conversations with Lorraine, she shared memories of very happy times in her 
life and those memories would bring a big smile to her face.  She had been a hard 
worker and a good mother.  She taught her children well and had them prepared for 
school.  She and I both enjoy flowers and we would sometimes sit in her sunroom 
and discuss the flowers in her backyard.  She enjoyed canning and taught her 
children that craft.  She and Charlie traveled all over the USA and she especially 
enjoyed the UP.  I was thankful she had those memories because in these last 
years, happiness seemed to be a difficult thing for her much of the time.  There were 
times when she wanted to talk about that difficulty and I would remind her of Job. 
 
Remember what Satan did to Job with God’s permission?  He stripped him of his 
flocks, struck down his children, and shattered his health—though God reversed it 
all in the end.  Just as I reminded Lorraine, I remind you now, that the old evil foe is 
still roaming the world, looking for the “Jobs” of today.  He just cannot tolerate 
seeing believers taking God at his Word and walking his ways.  Even more so, he 
“sees red” when believers carry God’s saving Word out into the world.  So he 
attacks again and again with all the “powers of this dark world” and all the 
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“spiritual forces of evil” as we read in Ephesians (6:12).  Against such a 
formidable foe, who of us can stand?  Facing him with our own muscle power is like 
fighting a raging forest fire with a squirt gun.  Battling him one-on-one is like sending 
a kindergartner into the ring against the heavy-weight champion of the world. 
 
Is there no help against the spiritual and physical damage Satan would inflict on us?  
Lorraine knew, and all God’s children know the answer.  Again and again they have 
experienced the truth expressed by the inspired psalmist in our text:  If you make 
the Most High your dwelling — even the LORD, who is my refuge —  then no 
harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent.  For he will 
command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will 
lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  
Through his messengers, his angels, our heavenly Father bears us up on eagles’ 
wings and holds us in the palm of his hand. 
 
Our heavenly Father does that because he loves us.  He loves us so much that he 
sent his one and only Son to live a perfect life for us, to suffer and die to pay for our 
sins, and to rise from the dead to assure us that we too shall rise and live with him 
forever in heaven.   How can we be sure?  Because none of our salvation depends 
on us.  We were dead in our transgressions and sins (Ephesians 2:1) and could do 
nothing for ourselves spiritually.  So our heavenly Father sent the Holy Spirit to 
create saving faith in our hearts.  “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from yourselves—it is the gift of God so that no 
one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
So, we go about our daily life trusting that God’s angels are there, even though we 
cannot see them.  And when the end our earthly life draws near, as it did for 
Lorraine last Monday, we still look for those angels.  They who once carried poor 
Lazarus’ soul to Abraham’s bosom in heaven safely cradled Lorraine’s soul to our 
heavenly Father and will cradle our souls too.  They who will come with the returning 
Savior to gather the elect for the final judgment will safely number Lorraine and all of 
us true believers with the sheep on his right hand. 
 
Last Monday, no harm befell Lorraine and no disaster came near her.  She did not 
strike her foot against a stone.  No, God our heavenly Father commanded his 
angels to come and carry her safely home to him.  Now in eternity, it is Lorraine’s joy 
and it will be our joy to join the angels and all the saints—the true believers—as 
together we raise the powerful anthem giving all “praise and glory and wisdom 
and thanks and honor and power and strength to our God for ever and ever” 
(Revelation 7:12).  Let that truth be your comfort today and always.  Amen. 
 

—Pastor Richard D. Starr 


